
Vote “YES” H. Res. 404
An Opportunity to Lend Your Unique Power 
to A Voiceless Population in Urgent Need of  Help

December 2, 2022

To the Honorable Members of the United States 117th Congress and Esteemed Staff:

Why do we need an awareness resolution for children fighting cancer? Amid misleading national narratives of 

success inferred from commercials, the billions poured into the NIH, and the high survival rates associated with 

some leukemia subtypes, the lesser-known truth is that most childhood cancers do not have solutions; nowhere 

is this more powerfully demonstrated than with the monster DIPG, diffuse intrinsic pontine glioma.

If you are one of the 219 cosponsors of H. RES. 404, thank you for helping us get to this final step for the DIPG 

Awareness Resolution to be scheduled; in the case of a vote, please vote YES and encourage your colleagues to 

“Carpe Diem!”—and make history for kids! If you are not aware of this resolution, consider lending your 

support; the 117th Congress is uniquely positioned with H. RES. 404 to help kids fighting the deadliest cancers 

where all else has failed.  Awareness is the missing catalyst to speeding a cure.

Despite celebrated progress in childhood cancer legislation and promising new programs like Kids First, the

standard of care has not changed for DIPG since Neil Armstrong’s daughter died of it in 1962. NOW is the time 

to act, this Congress, after 7 years and 2800 more children lost to this one cancer type alone. The resolution 

does more than designate a day to recognize these children; it suggests that pediatric and high-mortality-rate 

cancers have greater research grant consideration, and that federal support for critical childhood cancer 

research be increased to address the unmet medical needs of this vulnerable population.

We had a vaccine for Covid in under a year; we have nothing for DIPG, one of the leading disease-related killers 

of children, responsible for a significant portion of the annual childhood cancer death toll. Most are unaware of 

this, or that childhood brain cancer is the #1 disease-related cause of death in children in the USA. H. Res. 404 

is literally an opportunity to shine a national spotlight on an unseen, terrible reality endured by our most 

vulnerable citizens who have been facing their deaths unarmed against a merciless killer, for decades.

It is not uncommon for parents to hear, “the numbers aren’t great enough for investors,” as justification for the 

lack of solutions and inescapable death sentence for their child. This is an unacceptable reality in a country 

which possesses the resources and the technology to save these kids. While cognitively aware of their 

condition and their approaching death, DIPG children become entombed in their increasingly paralyzed, 

expressionless bodies, until respiratory failure–an unspeakably terrifying experience, for all involved.

Please use your super-power to help bring the lack of solutions for our children with cancer out of obscurity, 
and speed a cure for DIPG!  Please vote YES on H. RES. 404!
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Typical results of DIPG disease progression and steroid use
2800 more American children have been lost to DIPG alone since the first introduction of the resolution
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Consider joining the 220 pre-vote supporters led by Congresswoman Dingell (D-MI-12), Congressman Joyce (R-
OH-14), and Congressman McCaul (R-TX-10), Chairman of the Childhood Cancer Caucus, to schedule and vote 
on H. Res. 404 which recognizes the urgent, unmet medical needs of children in America, setting an important 
precedent** for unification and leadership in caring for children in our society today. It will require the high 
threshold of 290 to pass.

The urgency of this is no better explained than by the late, great Jace Ward, a young man struck down in what 
should have been the prime of his life, speaking out for the little children who could not; go to (00:48:22) on the 
briefing video. You may access this, the Moonshot4Kids Childhood Brain Cancer Congressional Briefing 
program, and more information at hres404briefing.us. Thank you for your time and consideration.

Respectfully yours,

DIPG Advocacy Group
Janet Demeter, Organizer and Founder
Paul Miller, Co-Founder
Marcelo Ramalho-Ortigao PhD
Science and Medical Advisor

* 2022 Briefing material for Members of Congress regarding DIPG, childhood brain cancer, and the importance of increase awareness as 
described in H. RES. 404; video presentation and program of testimony with timestamps: hres404briefing.us

**  “A resolution of bereavement, or condemnation, or which calls on others to take a particular action, is eligible to be scheduled for 
consideration.” https://www.majorityleader.gov/content/117th-congress-legislative-protocols
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